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I think that the above considerations fully explain
the dangers to individual liberty that I have described
in the preceding chapters. We are faced with the
growth of the Servile State and of the most puerile
restrictions on the personal freedom in some cases
of the rich, but always of the poor, which would
never come into being if the majority of voters in
this country had any real or practical connection
with the government of this country. On the
contrary, these results are dxie to the tyranny of
plutocrats who buy legislative and administrative
facilities from the Government of the day. Pluto-
crats of this description find it a cheap and wise
policy to enslave the poor by doles, like a man who
will not admit his son's right to an allowance but
prefers to pay his bills and give him occasional tips
so as to obtain constant control through the purse-
strings. They are often cranks and fanatics like
the United Kingdom Alliance, or the sort of Puritan
who indulges his suppressed sexual desires by inter-
fering with the normal indulgence of them by his
fellow-creatures. The decline of liberty is therefore
not surprising under these conditions; especially
when we remember that the whole system is secret
and that it would be very easy to stop the exposure
of it if opinions like mine were at all widely accepted.
The really surprising feature of our time is that
any remnant of liberty should remain alive in this
country. We have no individual liberty except in
regard to political discussion, and even this liberty
is a fraud because it gives us no participation in the
government of the country.

1 Op. tit., pp. 114-115.